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Frequently asked questions about PE copyediting

Q: I think a change the copyeditor proposed alters the meaning | intended. What should | do?
A: Please add a comment to the passage in question and/or revise the text using Track Changes.
PE's editors will always work with you to ensure your article is accurate, clear, and aligned with
PE style guidelines.

Q: The copyeditor made changes to punctuation, capitalization, acronyms, grammar, and spelling that

don’t align with what | see in other publications (e.g., from FDA, ICH, or EMA). Can you explain the

rationale for those changes?
A: Our copyeditors follow PE style guidelines, which are primarily based on The Chicago Manual
of Style as well as certain ISPE/PE-specific preferences. We also use the Merriam Webster
dictionary for guidance on spelling (e.g., “life cycle” is written as two words). Given the wide
array of dictionaries and style manuals available, it is inevitable that some of our stylistic choices
will differ from those of other organizations/publishers. Our goal is to ensure a consistent style
throughout the magazine and from issue to issue—this is one way we demonstrate quality to
our readers.

Q: Why was the article title revised?
A: The platform for publishing Pharmaceutical Engineering online has a 60-character limit for
article titles, and we find readers respond best to headlines focused on key words. If you have
other suggestions that comply with the 60-character limit, we are glad to consider them.

Q: Why does the edited manuscript have a new or heavily revised first paragraph?
A: PE starts every article with a brief, direct “lead-in” paragraph that helps the reader know
from the start what the article is about. For this reason, copyeditors may suggest a new first
paragraph or move a passage from later in the article to become the lead-in.

Q: | want to add to or change part of my article. Is this okay?
A: In general, we ask that authors refrain from adding new information or rewriting their
articles during the copyediting stage, as this may delay publication. You should correct any
errors in fact, and small-scale changes to clarify your meaning are fine. If you think the article
text, figures, or tables need substantial updating because circumstances have changed (e.g., the
FDA issued new guidance after you wrote your article), please let us know hefore you begin
revising.
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